
Gwinnett Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service

ARES®



The Amateur Radio Emergency Service® 
(ARES) consists of licensed amateurs who 
have voluntarily registered their 
qualifications and equipment, with their 
local ARES leadership, for communications 
duty in the public service when disaster 
strikes.







Gwinnett Citizen Corps



Georgia ARES (GAARES.ORG)





Gwinnett ARES provides communications 
support  through Amateur Radio to county 
government agencies and other groups 
throughout the area.





Gwinnett ARES members receive training on the 
National Incident Management System (NIMS), 
various Amateur Radio modes and message 
handling techniques.
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Gwinnett Emergency Management Agency

• Emergency Operations Center
800 Hi Hope Road

Lawrenceville, GA 30043

• Dedicated radio room
• Controlled access area

• Adjacent to ops center room
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Gwinnett Newton Rockdale 
Public Health Department HQ

• Georgia Public Health Department 
District 3-4

2570 Riverside Parkway

Lawrenceville, GA 30046

• Station is in the District Operations 
Center (DOC) supply closet

• DOC and radios have available 
emergency generator backup

• Monthly on-site maintenance visit 
(test radios, PC software updated)

18



Radio Room - Workspace

• PC Workstation

• Radio stack
• ICOM IC-7300 HF

• ICOM ID-5100 VHF/UHF/D-Star

• Yaesu FT-8800 VHF/UHF with TNC

• Electrostatic printer

• Binder with manuals and other 
reference material

• Box with spare parts (e.g., fuses, 
Powerpole connectors, wire, …)
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Northside Hospital Duluth
• Location

3620 Howell Ferry Rd NW, 
Duluth, GA 30096 

• Radio room is located to the left of the 
two elevators on main floor
• Room is co-used for nursing mothers
• Radios have available emergency generator 

backup
• Be mindful of nearby public

• Monthly activities
• State-wide hospital net exercise 
• On-site maintenance visit (test radios, PC 

software updated)
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Radio Room - Workspace

• Equipment located in locked cabinet

• Radios, PC and printer receive power from 
hospital “Red plug” (backed up by generators)

• HICS Incident Command Post one floor up

• Manuals and ICS forms in pull-out drawer
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Radio Station – Radio Equipment
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• ICOM 2820H VHF/UHF/DSTAR
• Comet GP-95 antenna

• Yaesu FT-450D Multi-band HF
• LDG YT-1200 Tuner
• myAntenna EFHW 8010 antenna
• Headset

• Signalink
• Shared between both radios, each 

radio has a connector cable 
allowing easy switch over

• Workspace lightbar



Gwinnett ARES operates a communication trailer 
with capabilities such as HF, VHF, UHF, Packet, APRS, 
DMR, System Fusion, D-Star voice and high speed 
data.  



ARES provides valuable, timely information on 
severe weather conditions and damage to Gwinnett 
County Emergency Management and the National 
Weather Service through its Skywarn program.



Gwinnett ARES members participate in drills and 
exercises to practice skills and gain new knowledge.



Each year we have a training exercise called 
Deployment Day where we get out in the field and 
practice certain skill sets.











Standard ICS Forms

Typical ICS Forms: 
ICS-213 Message, ICS-309 Comm Log (shown above from Duluth Hospital’s 1st activation)
ICS-214 Activity Log

1st GMC-D 
Activation 

ICS-213

Communications 
Log ICS-309







Gwinnett ARES participates in the Annual 
ARES Simulated Emergency Test(SET).  



County Radio System Failure



Flooding (remember Sept 2009)



Pandemic Outbreak
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Ice Storm Debris Removal

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/torontos-75-million-storm-clean-up-plan-could-take-two-months/article16169178/&ei=mHDlVKKSE4HagwSLtIPgCg&bvm=bv.85970519,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNFTPVzbAj4fVz5P6XdujMlTwiAJ9g&ust=1424409024000751
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/torontos-75-million-storm-clean-up-plan-could-take-two-months/article16169178/&ei=mHDlVKKSE4HagwSLtIPgCg&bvm=bv.85970519,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNFTPVzbAj4fVz5P6XdujMlTwiAJ9g&ust=1424409024000751


Post Tornado Sheltering
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Chemical Spills and Resulting Evacuations



Hurricane (right after Irma)



Gwinnett ARES participates in multiple field

and public service events every year:

• Field Day

• Dacula Memorial Day Parade

• Stone Mountain Hamfest

• TechFest

• JOTA (Jamboree On The Air) with the Boy Scouts



Gwinnett ARES participates other events:

• Gwinnett Sheriff’s Jailbreak Challenge Obstacle run

• Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Christmas parade

• Big Peach Sizzler 10K race

• Georgia Gwinnett College Public Safety Fair

• Gwinnett Public Safety Fall Festival



Gwinnett Sheriff’s Dept. Jailbreak Challenge



CHOA Christmas Parade (Trailer Net Control)



Big Peach Sizzler 10K Road Race



Georgia Gwinnett College Public Safety Fair



What does it take to join Gwinnett ARES:

• Be a Licensed Amateur Radio operator

• Fill out an application online

• Take and pass an online skills test

• Pass 4 online FEMA  ICS training courses

• Participate in nets and meetings

• Participate in 2 field qualifying events per year



• Gwinnett ARES monthly meetings are on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm at the 
Gwinnett Emergency Operations Center, 800 Hi 
Hope Road in Lawrenceville.

 Join us for our weekly Training Net each 
Monday evening at 8:30pm on the GARS 
repeater, 147.075+ (PL 82.5)

 Join us for our weekly  Digital Training Net 
each Monday evening after the Training Net



• Visit our website, www.GwinnettARES.org, for 
complete information about Gwinnett ARES.



• Join us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/gwinnettares



Read about ARES groups in QST and ARRL ARES 
newsletter

Examples of ARES  Deployments in the US:

• 911/public safety communication failures

• Hurricanes/Tornados

• Fires

• Floods

• Ice storms

• Power Outages








